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International Conference

Literary Field under the Communist Regime: Structure, Functions, Illusio

Institute of Lithuanian Literature and Folklore
Vilnius, Lithuania
7‒9 October 2015


Over the last few years, literary scholars have aimed to overcome dualistic schemes prevailing in the research of literatures under the communist regime and to create more complex, nuanced and contextualized analysis frameworks. Pierre Bourdieu’s concept of literary field suggests a systematic approach towards literary practices, which highlights the functional relationship between literature and society, reveals a network of interconnected individual and collective literary agents, emphasises the role of illusio (tendency of participants to engage in the game and believe in its signiﬁcance), and combines internal and external analysis of literary works.

The goal of this conference is to provide a platform for cross-fertilization of ideas on the structure and functioning of literary fields in various European countries under the communist regime. We especially encourage submissions that break new ground in theory and methodology or present insightful results based on inventive case studies.
 
The Committee welcomes papers from any discipline on issues relevant to the conference theme. Topics may include:
· Theoretical frameworks for researching literary fields under the communist regime
· Identifications and solutions to shortcomings of research data  
· Interactions among the fields of literature, power, and economics 
· Specific rules and autonomy of the communist literary field
· Network of literary agents: diversity, subordination, struggles, support, influence etc. 
· Illusio in practice
· Circulation of cultural/economic/social capital
· Establishment and reproduction of hierarchies (aesthetic, institutional, etc.)
· Writers and officials
· Shifting set of literary positions
· Aesthetic, social, political factors of literary production
· National versions of socialist realism
· Aesopian language: textuality, strategies, reception
· Conditions and dynamics of reception 
· Literature and other cultural practices



Confirmed keynote speakers include: 
· Marina Balina (Illinois Wesleyan University, USA),
· Wolfgang Emmerich (University od Bremen, Germany),
· Evgeny Dobrenko (University of Sheffield, UK),
· Valentyna Kharkhun (Mykola Hohol State University of Nizhyn, Ukraine).

Conference Venue:
Institute of Lithuanian Literature and Folklore,
Antakalnio st. 6, LT-10308 Vilnius, Lithuania

Conference language: English

Important Dates:
· Paper titles and abstracts due: 31 March 2015 (please submit your 300-word abstracts for 20-minute papers along with your title, affiliation, audio-visual requirements and a brief biographical note at literaryfield@gmail.com)
· Notification of abstract acceptance: 10 April 2015
· Participants’ registration due: 1 June 2015 (Early Bird) or 1 August 2015
· Full paper submissions due: 10 January  2016

Conference fees:
Early bird registration (until 1 June 2015) 
Regulars: 50 EUR
Students (including postgraduate students): 30 EUR
From 2 June 2015 to 1 August 2015
Regulars: 70 EUR
Students (including postgraduate students): 40 EUR
Registration fee includes:
· Conference material
· Welcome reception
· Coffee breaks and lunch

Fee payment (Bank Transfer)
Account holder: Institute of Lithuanian Literature and Folklore
Address: Antakalnio 6, Vilnius, Lithuania
Bank name: AB Swedbank
Bank address: Konstitucijos 20A, Vilnius
SWIFT code: HABALT22
Account number (IBAN): LT807300010131253972
Purpose of payment: The Literary Field registration fee + Your name

All payments must be made in Euros. Please choose a correspondent bank according to the currency of the payment (the list of correspondent banks: https://www.swedbank.lt/en/pages/643). All bank transfer charges in connection with transferring fees are to be paid by the participant. Once you have made the transfer, please email at literaryfield@gmail.com.
Publishing Opportunity
The full text of your conference paper, after being submitted to the editorial process, will be published in a post-conference volume.

Conference Committee
Dalia Satkauskytė, Institute of Lithuanian Literature and Folklore
Loreta Mačianskaitė, Institute of Lithuanian Literature and Folklore
Jūratė Čerškutė, Institute of Lithuanian Literature and Folklore
Loreta Jakonytė, Institute of Lithuanian Literature and Folklore

Please feel free to contact the conference committee, if you have any questions or concerns, at literaryfield@gmail.com.

We look forward to hearing from you.
